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Jennifer Mackall and Parker Burns in T1 Tub as Scott Harwell, Jon Couch and Paul Scalph race by. Photo: Winnie Liau, Mynds Eye

FRONT PAGE:
Mark Heckles taking his cooldown lap 
in style after a great win in CCS Expert 
SuperBike Unlimited on May 26, 2014 
at Summit Point Raceway, West Virginia. 
Lloyd Bayley came in 2nd Place and 
David Loikits followed in 3rd.
Photo: Winnie Liau, Mynds Eye 

SEND US  
YOUR NEWS!
We welcome your stories, 
suggestions and photos!  
Submit them to info@marrc.org

GET SOCIAL WITH US!

I can’t believe the season is almost 
over! Time does fly when you are 
having fun. It seems like only last 
week we were shivering around a 
campfire during 50°F nights at the 
WERA round! Then, we were wishing 
for the heat of late summer. Now we 
are smack in the middle of it!

The weather is not the only thing that 
is hot around here. MARRC track 
days were another hot item! We have 
held three great events and all were 
well attended. It is always a great 
feeling to see the hands go up at the 
riders meeting when the question is 
asked “Is this the first time on the 
track for anyone?” To me, watching 
the possible future of motorcycle 
roadracing get suited up is almost as 
exciting as tipping in to a triple digit 
corner. Most of you reading this have, 
at one point, been that guy or girl at 
the riders meeting with their hand 
raised. “We” have been the new kid. 
So next track day if you see someone 
putting painters tape on a street bike 
and they look a little confused, take a 

second to see if they need help. Just 
like you were at one time, they are 
the future of our sport.

Speaking of the future, the 
Roadracing School has been turning 
out new racers at a pretty good clip. 
I have had the pleasure of racing 
alongside several of the “shirts” at 
Summit and elsewhere this season. 
There is no doubt that if they are 
wearing the bright yellow MARRC 
RRS Tee, they are one of the best 
prepared rookies on the track. We 
will have more classes in the works 
for next season, so if you are ready 
to take it to the next level then you 
know where to go!

Our EC has also been putting in 
some work that is not as visible 
as our other functions. The safety 
crew might run like a well-oiled 
machine but sometimes a little 
more than oil is needed. We have 
been putting together some plans 
for capital improvements. First and 
foremost is updating/ upgrading the 
communication equipment. We have 

invested in some new radios for the 
cornerworkers and have phased in 
some units at the last Summit round. 
Our service vehicles are going to be 
getting some attention as well. Don’t 
worry, our iconic BAT (the big blue 
truck) will still be easily recognizable 
and Junior will still be there if you 
need a lift after you fall down. We  
are just going to catch up on their 
regular maintenance and some  
minor repairs.

So that is what has been happening 
in and around the club lately. 
The 2014 season has been very 
productive and the outlook is bright. 
I hope to see you at the Video and 
Game Night or Annual Banquet, if  
not sooner!

- Dean Smith, President of MARRC

FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK

El presidente showing off his guns. Photo: Winnie Liau
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WERA RACING 
WEEKEND 
MAY 10-11, 2014
by Colin Gibbons 
Photography by Winnie Liau, Mynds Eye

MARRC’s first event of the 2014 season 
was the WERA weekend on May 10th 
and 11th at Summit Point in West 
Virginia. It felt great to finally be at the 
track again after such a long, cold winter. 
Driving into the paddock on Friday night 
after being so eager to start our season, 
it felt like we were picking up only a day 
or two after the last event of 2013. It was 
nice to be home, to say the least.

Saturday began in typical fashion and 
we were excited to find out that our first 

Cornerworker Class 
of 2014 was heavily 
attended with eight 

new volunteers who went through a day 
of training with our instructors, first in 
the classroom and later out in the turns. 
The volunteers were not the only ones 
who were eager to get out there, we saw 
a really heavy concentration of bikes in 
WERA’s vintage categories on Saturday, 
despite some periods of extremely heavy 
rain in typical Summit Point fashion.

Sunday’s weather was perfect and the 
racing really intensified across all of the 
categories. We were pleased to have 
some of our first-timers from Saturday 
back as fully fledged corner workers 
to help us out with keeping the turns 
safely staffed. As the day warmed up 
so too did the racing, especially in the 
middleweight categories which saw 
several very competitive races with very 
close finishes. All in all it was a great first 
weekend back and everyone left with a 
smile on their face and looking forward to 
Memorial Day.

Cornerworker School 
Graduates:
Chris Holmes 
Russell Moises 
Phillipe DePass 
Napoleon Voulgaridis 
Dillon Liszkiewiecz 
Mona Gibbons 
Kevin Gibbons 
Jim Bittner

IN REVIEW CCS/ASRA 
RACING 
WEEKEND 
MAY 23-26 2014
by Colin Gibbons 
Photography by Winnie Liau, Mynds Eye

Memorial Day weekend is traditionally 
one of the best attended motorcycle 
racing weekends of the entire season  
at Summit Point and this year was  
no exception! We arrived early on 
Thursday evening to get situated and 
start preparing for the first of three 
MARRC track days this year which 
precede the CCS/ASRA race weekends 
at Summit Point. 

Our track day on Friday went well and 
saw a lot of seat time for riders in all  
three groups; beginner, intermediate,  
and advanced/race. The club would like 
to extend a special thanks to everyone 
who participated in the track day on 
Friday, not just the customers but 
also our very dedicated and capable 
instructors and support staff who 
volunteer their time, tires, and fuel in 
order to support the club.

As Friday’s riding drew to a close, the 
traffic moving into the paddock began 
to intensify until there was hardly a free 
space to be found in the main paddock 
area and people started to overflow 
into the surrounding woods. Saturday 
was a CCS hosted practice day with 
the addition of our MARRC Roadracing 
School. The day went well and we were 
again blessed with beautiful weather.

Sunday finally arrived and with it the 
beginning of the CCS/ASRA racing 
season at Summit Point. We had practice 

in the morning followed by some ASRA 
qualifying sessions which all culminated 
in some impressive lap times with track 
conditions continuing to improve as 
the day went on. After qualifying had 
finished and the grid positions were set 
for Monday’s ASRA races, we dove right 
into the schedule with the GT endurance 
races which were followed by a collection 
of seven lap sprints.

By the end of the day on Sunday  we 
were all starting to feel the effects 
of having been at the track for three 
consecutive days (and nights) and were 
a little wind/sun burned and dreaming of 
the comforts of home. These daydreams 
were quickly dispelled by the smell of 
burning race gas and the roar of three 
waves of bikes heading down the 
straight towards turn one as our final 
day of racing got underway on Monday 
morning. Monday’s races were the 
most exhilarating of the weekend with 
competitors pulling out all the stops for 
the ASRA Nationals. The grids were big 
and the competition fierce with a large 
contingent of the leaders lapping in the 
1:14 range and a few even doing low  
1:13 bordering on 1:12’s before the day 
was over.

Following such an incredible weekend 
that featured so much exciting racing 
and personal triumphs for riders, it is 
only appropriate that we take a moment 
to sincerely thank those who made the 
weekend possible for MARRC. Our 
most sincere gratitude goes out to the 
Christian Motorcycle Association (CMA) 
for their continued support of our club in 
helping to keep us well fed (they know 
the way to our hearts). We would also 

like to thank those in the paddock who 
contributed to our Volunteer Incentive 
Program (VIP) raffle to benefit our 
volunteers, your donated items were 
greatly appreciated!

Finally we have to thank every single 
volunteer who dedicated part or all of 
their holiday weekend to working with us 
at the track, and especially those who 
go above and beyond the call of duty by 
getting up early or staying late to do the 
last little bit of work that would otherwise 
be overlooked. Our club is extremely 
fortunate to have such a varied collection 
of dedicated individuals. See you all at 
the end of June!

Cornerworker School 
Graduates: 
Jessica Summers 
Rico de le Torre 
Ahmad Hashmi 
Renea Holmes 
Parker Burns 
Timothy Hale

On-Job-Traiining: 
Shane Hoeckel, Andrew Lanning, 
Christina Gilbert, Tobias Roth

Cassidy Heiser getting on it up the hill after T8, showing off his wheelie skills!

First MARRC Cornerworking School Class of 2014 with Instructor Kathy Toth

Denise Cotterino making sure everyone goes out to 
their corner stations with full stomachs!

A Special Congratulations to  Kumail Khas of Chantilly, VA  
for winning our 2014 MARRC Trackday Giveaway!

Spectator Megan Zayat helping MARRC president 
Dean Smith draw the winning ticket for the 2014 
MARRC Trackday Giveaway!

Bart DeFrancesco taking Tommy Wilson on the inside at T1.

MARRC Cornerworking School Graduates with 
Instructor Celeste Broadstreet

Jimmy Fontinopoulos and Justin Holderman 
keeping Xavier Zayat in sight as he heads into T2.
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CCS/ASRA 
RACING 
WEEKEND 
JUNE 27-29, 2014
by Colin Gibbons

The June 27-29th weekend was an 
unfortunately busy one for us. We hosted 
our track day on the Friday before the 
races, during which a rider experienced 
a bad tank slapper exiting Turn 10 
before losing control of his bike and 
colliding with the barriers between the 
straightaway and hot pit. The rider left 
the track by helicopter in order to have 
his injuries assessed and treated at the 
hospital. The remainder of the track day 
saw a few more incidents but enjoyed 
great weather and some good track 
conditions which allowed riders who were 
riding the track for the first time, as well 
as racers practicing for the weekend, to 
get some valuable seat time in.

Saturday marked the beginning of the 
CCS race weekend and saw some very 
fierce competition in all of the classes. 
It was clear who had been practicing on 
Friday from the start of morning practice 
on Saturday and the speed disparity 
in some of the classes. As the day 
continued the pace across all categories 
picked up substantially and the racing 
benefited from it as well with some very 
close races and tight, competitive riding. 
Many riders set personal bests and we 
were thrilled to see some great passing 
and finishes too close to call.

Sunday was another gorgeous day but 
unfortunately just as things were heating 
up we had another incident requiring a 
helicopter, this time in the back section of 
the track. A rider high-sided while exiting 
the carousel and the resulting impact was 
enough to warrant a trip by helicopter 
to the hospital for assessment. These 
incidents are especially hard for us as 
volunteers because they distinctly mark 

the point at which we are no longer able 
to render direct assistance to the rider. 
One of the greatest challenges we face 
is knowing that all we can do is keep 
some shade over the rider and offer some 
privacy with a safety perimeter while the 
assistance they require is en route. Our 
hearts immediately go out to anybody 
who crashes while under our care at the 
track, but most especially to those who 
have to leave in such dramatic fashion. 
We count ourselves extremely lucky to 
have been informed later that both riders 
were doing well and expecting to make 
full recoveries. 

While these moments were extremely 
sobering and challenging for us, we 
managed to enjoy our weekend anyway 
and were grateful for the level of effort 
and skill the competitors brought to their 
racing over the long weekend. It made  
for some really close battles and gave  
all of us some excitement while reminding 
us exactly why we choose to volunteer 
this way.

Cornerworker School 
Graduates: 
Matt Carter 
Alex DiMatteo 
Alicia Freeman 
Joanne Freeman 
Jaszmine Gregory 
Dave Herr 
Shane Hoeckel 
Chay Leeraksakiat 
Chris Lansing

IN MEMORIAM: 
SANDY POWERS
August 29, 1943 –  
June 9, 2014
by Tom Moyer 
Photograph courtesy of Bill Powers

Sandy Powers, a wonderful friend and 
an amazing member of MARRC, passed 
away in June. I had the pleasure to know 
her when her health allowed her to be 
at the track, and I was able to tell about 
her impact on MARRC and the racing 
community at her memorial on July  
12th. The service was beautiful and 
upbeat. Those attending heard from  
many people how much her love left 
impacts on others, and how right up  
until the very end she told others about 
her faith and love for Jesus.

Sandy and her husband Bill were part 
of MARRC from the very beginning. I 
met them when I was asked to go to 
Summit Point, a track I had never heard 
of, to be Chaplain at the WERA National 
event many years ago. From Florida, I 
flew to Dulles and drove into the middle 
of nowhere. Getting my bearings at the 
track, I happened to walk through the 

café, where Bill and Sandy were busily 
preparing for the MARRC lunch that day. 
They greeted me warmly, made sure I was 
fed, and made me feel truly welcome at 
Summit. Sandy loved everyone and made 
sure everyone was well taken care of.

As volunteers, we certainly know the 
effects that a good meal can have on 
our attitude and ability. Even though 
food prep is often overlooked, how many 
racers have been helped because the 
safety crew was happy and well fed? 

If you ever hear me wish that we had a 
dedicated café crew, it’s probably Bill and 
Sandy that I’m picturing. Many others 
have done a great job over the years, but 
Sandy’s hugs, and warm smile gave the 
café a touch few others have brought.

I’ll miss her, but I look forward to seeing 
her again.

Your Chaplain, 
Tom

ANNOUNCEMENTS

The MARRC IMF helps provide financial 
assistance to members that sustained 
injuries while working or racing 
sanctioned events. In 2014, we made 
payments to 3 racers that suffered 
serious injury. This fund is available due 
to generous donations of our members 
and supporters! Thank you!

IMF Beneficiaries:
6/29/14  Ryan Lash $500 
Nominated by Colin Gibbon 
6/29/14 Ryan was injured in T7 at  
Summit Point Raceway

6/29/14  Doug King $500 
Nominated by Rick Beggs 
6/27/14 Doug was injured on the front 
straight at Summit Point Raceway

5/28/14  Sean O’Sullivan $500 
Nominated by Simon Whalley 
5/25/14 Sean was injured at Summit 
Point Raceway

11/16/2013  Chris Astle 
Nominated by Steven McClure 
9/21-22/13 Chris was injured in T7 at 
Virginia International Raceway

10/3/13  Steve Broadstreet $500 
Nominated by Simon Whalley 
9/30/13 Steve was injured at Summit 
Point Raceway

7/25/13  John Palmer 
Nominated by Kumi Kobayashi 
7/20-21/13 John was injured at New 
Jersey Motorsport Park

For more information on 
the MARRC Injured 
Members Fund, please 
write to imf@marrc.org

MARRC INJURED MEMBERS FUND (IMF)

Sandy Powers with her husband Bill Powers

Having some fun at our MARRC Track Day. Photo by David Vang, Noiseless Productions

Our amazing cafe crew for the weekend! Thanks CMA Won by On. Photo by Winnie Liau, Mynds Eye

50/50 raffle winner with our President Dean Smith. 
Photo by Winnie Liau, Mynds Eye
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MY MARRC 
ROADRACING 
SCHOOL 
EXPERIENCE
by Michael McFarland 
Photography by Winnie Liau, Mynds Eye

On Memorial Day weekend, after months 
of talking about it, I finally decided to 
pay up and take the MARRC Roadracing 
School. For the money, I can say that 
was one of the most fun and informative 
days I have ever had in the world of 
motorcycling. The MARRC race school 
brought together excellent instructors, 
plenty of track time, and very informative 
discussions in a one day course that gets 
you qualified to race your motorcycle 
against other competitors.

The day started early in the classroom, 
once there, the instructors introduced 
themselves and got to know us while 
also giving us real world advice on club 
racing. Once introductions were out of 
the way, the day started by going over 
the different flags on the race course 
and their meanings. Being a MARRC 

safety worker, I was already familiar with 
most of the flags, but some, such as the 
“meatball” flag were new and had very 
specific purposes. The flagging system 
is extremely important, as this is race 
control’s only way of communicating with 
the racers, and the flags are different than 
your average track day.

After going over the flags, we were out 
on track for a 20 minute practice session 
of lead/follow with the instructors. There 
we about 2 students per instructor which 
made for quite a bit of personal attention 
out on track. Once the session was over, 
we came back into the classroom for 
more information. This was the schedule 
for the day, with a classroom session 
followed by time on track to put to use 
the skills we were learning. Besides 
flagging, race starts/restarts were 
covered, as well as general race weekend 
events, as performance coaching to get 
around the track quicker.  

The end of the day all culminated with a 
mock race. This mock race was a 4 lap 
race run just like a regular sprint race; to 
make sure what we learned throughout 
the day had stuck. As we pulled up 
on the line from our warm-up lap, the 
nervousness started in. In less than 5 
minutes we would be screaming away 

from the line and all heading into turn 1, 
followed by the pack of our instructors.  
When the flag dropped, we went and 
headed to turn 1 without incident. After 
about half a lap the race school again 
tested our learning and threw out a 

I can say that was one of the most informative  
days I have ever had in the world of motorcycling

MARRC Roadracing School students starting their mock race.

Ambulance flag thrown to simulate an injured rider 
experience and to test student alertness.

couple surprise but possible real race 
situations to make sure we remembered 
procedures. This again tested us to see 
if we had been paying attention, and is 
something that is quite different than your 
regular track-day. Finally, we gridded up 
again, and started the race for the final 
time. After the whole day of school, my 
plan in the mock race was to just take 

it easy, stay out of 
trouble, and just 
keep it rubber side 
down. However, once 
the flag dropped, I 
forgot entirely about 
my plan and thought 
about nothing other 
than chasing down 
the guys in front of 
me. The difference 
between doing a 
track day and racing 
just cannot be 
appreciated until you 

do it yourself. Your nerves are on high 
alert and adrenaline is pumping through 
you, but you could not be having more 
fun. At the end of the mock race we 
received our certificates and celebrated 
making it through together! It was a long 
day, with quite a bit of information to 
process, but one of the most rewarding 
experiences in my life.

If you are at all on the fence about taking 
the MARRC Road Race School, just do 
yourself a favor and take it! The day was 
amazingly fun and informative, while 
being in a completely safe environment 
with excellent instructors. I had an 
awesome experience and would definitely 
recommend the school to others.

FEATURE

First MARRC Roadracing School graduates of 2014.

Michael McFarland receiving his racing certificate  
of completion from Instructor Steve Harris.

Students concentrating hard in the classroom taking their final written test.
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It’s been a great 2014, we closed the 
season off right! What a great turnout  
for the last weekend of the year! Thank 
you to everyone for coming out to show 
your support!

Just because the racing is over for 2014 
doesn’t mean the fun is over. We’ll soon 
be announcing dates for Game & Video 
Night as well as our Annual Banquet. 

Stay tuned and connected through our 
Facebook Page and our MARRC Forum 
for updates.

2015 MARRC race dates:
Coming Soon. Like our Facebook  
Page and check out our MARRC 
Forum online to keep up to date on  
our upcoming 2015 race dates.

Email us at signup@marrc.org for more 
information of future MARRC race dates.

Cornerworker School is FREE!  
Ever wondered what goes on behind 
the scenes at a race? Our Cornerworker 
School will be held every Saturday of a 
race weekend at Summit Point Raceway. 
One of our fabulous instructors will 
guide you through the procedures and 
protocols to become one of the best in 
the country! Don’t shy away just because 
it is called a “school”! It comprises about 
a half day in the classroom and the rest is 
on track instruction.

MARRC has been providing top-quality 
safety crews for motorcycle races 
for over 20 years. The Cornerworker 
School is MARRC’s Safety Crew training 
session designed to teach volunteers 
how to become a member of the one of 
the best cornerworking organizations 

in the country. You will be trained by 
experienced MARRC Safety Crew 
members on a cornerworker’s roles and 
responsibilities, flag and hand signals, 
communications procedures, bike pickup 
and inspection, personal care items and 
safety, oil and debris cleanup and many 
other issues important to a cornerworker.

Volunteers will receive free admission 
to the track on the day of training, and 
MARRC will provide breakfast, lunch, 
snacks, dinner, and refreshments to 
everyone who attends the school. Here’s 
your chance to make motorcycle road 
racing safer!

The class meets at 8:00 AM at Summit 
Point Motorsports Park in the classrooms 
at the Summit Point Circuit (also referred 
as the Main Circuit). Just ask anyone in a 
MARRC shirt if you cannot find it. Come 
a little earlier if you’d like to grab some 
breakfast with us.

A large part of the training will be 
trackside during actual practices and 
race sessions, so we recommend you 
bring a few personal items to keep  
you comfortable throughout the day. 
Summit Point has a history of rapid 
weather changes, so dress appropriately 
and be prepared for anything, especially 
a lot of fun!

And don’t forget, the benefits of 
cornerworking with the MARRC Safety 
Crew are many. This day-long experience 
becomes your first day’s credit towards 
your earned membership in the Mid-
Atlantic Roadracing Club.

Please register in advance by  
sending an email to Kathy Toth at  
cwschoolchair@marrc.org.  
You can also register online at: 
http://services.marrc.org/cws_reg.php

2015 Cornerworker 
School dates*:
Like our Facebook Page and check out 
our MARRC Forum online to keep up 
to date on our 2015 school dates.

*Race and Cornerworker School dates subject to changes.

MARRC CORNERWORKER SCHOOL

MARRC EVENTS

MARRC DAYS

Tobias Roth getting some On-Job-Training with 
Colin Gibbons in T1. Photo: Winnie Liau

MARRC Cornerworker School Student, Jaszmine 
Gregory out in T5 Tub with Will Astle getting some 
hands-on training after her morning training in the 
classroom. Photo: Winnie Liau

Imagine riding your sportbike on one of 
your favorite roads with a dozen of your 
best friends. Now imagine no traffic. 
Or gravel littering the road. Or for that 
matter, the need for a cell phone if you 
break down. Put that all together, triple 
the speeds, and you’ve got an idea of 
why motorcycle road racers love their 
sport. The MARRC Roadracing School 
(MARRC RRS) can let you experience 
this exciting motorsport first hand. The 
MARRC RRS is one of the few schools 
recognized as a qualified licensing school 
by both WERA and CCS, and is one of 
the most economical schools available. 
The school is usually run on Fridays 
before motorcycle racing weekends at 
Summit Point Motorsports Park. 2015 Track & Roadracing 

School dates:
Stay tuned for updates on 2015 
Trackday and School dates! 

If you would like more information about 
our track days or MARRC Roadracing 
School, please visit our website at 
www.marrc.org or email Rick Beggs at 
rrsdirector@marrc.org

Congratulations to 
all our 2014 MARRC 
Roadracing School 
Graduates:
Abood, Yousif
Bienlien, Patrick
Clark, Richard S
Clendening, Michael
Cowher, Robert
Davis, Kevin
Field, Jonathan
Frantz, Nathan
Geronimo , Camilo
Gilbert, Scott
Hackett, Adrian
Heil, Kevin
Heiser, Christopher
Heiser, Daniel
Khas, Kumail
Kolster, Christopher
McFarland, Michael
Phillips, Stephen
Pisani, Nick
Roberts, Gary
Schweber, Mark
Tobolewski, Casey
Welch, Michael

MARRC 
TRACK DAYS & 
ROADRACING 
SCHOOL

MARRC Roadracing School’s experienced Instructors go out to give our students a few real race 
demonstrations during their mock race. Photo: Winnie Liau, Mynds Eye

MARRC Roadracing School Student John Smith. Photo: David Vang, Noiseless Productions
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YOUR PHOTOS

CANDID
 

CAMERA

Sara and Chris Astle popped by to say hi from Alabama. Denise Cotterino and Tom Moyer were happy to see them. Photo courtesy of Denise Cotterino

BEST IN
 SHOW

WE WANT YOUR PHOTOS!
Submit your photos from the track or your own 2-wheeled adventures. We will pick the most interesting ones and put them in the next 
issue. Pictures do not have to be of motorcycles. We will also accept pictures of random hi-jinx, nose-picking, pyrotechnic displays, 
and general fun! As long as they’re from the track, send them to info@marrc.org with subject line: Photo Submission and let us know 
which category you are submitting to: Best in Show, Candid Camera, Trackside Fun, Blast from the Past or Junior’s Pics.

Moyer spotting at AMA FlatTrack Photo by Bob Saeger Watch out! Steve Broadstreet and Napoleon Voulgaridis in T3 tub! Photo by Winnie Liau

TRACKSIDE FUN

Counter Clockwise from Top Left: Groundhog turning his back to traffic in T6,  
Katie Overton feeling her inner Nefertiti, Turn 12 showing us their true colors,  
Russell Talton showing Colin Gibbons some love, Photos by Winnie Liau.  
Kumi Kobayashi and Jennifer Mackall holding a 10 Turn Patch for ransom, 
Photo by Katie Overton

David Day overestimated the grip in Turn 1 after a downpour of rain. No worries, he got right back up and wanted to keep going! Photo by Winnie Liau, Mynds Eye
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SEND US YOUR NEWS!
We welcome your stories, suggestions and photos!  

Submit them to info@marrc.org

GET SOCIAL WITH MARRC!

WWW.MARRC.ORG


